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Dear  
 

 
Freedom of Information Request - Reference No: 1190 

 

 
REQUEST 
 
I'm basically just asking why there are relatively significant spends with Blue Line Taxis in 
Barnsley. The payments seem to go back towards the start of 2016 though the spending records 
on the PCC website seem to show SYP spending in 2015 (rather than PCC spending) so it may go 
back earlier. XXX suggested it was personal information but I'm not clear why the PCC offering an 
explanation for public spending would be considered a blanket issue of personal information. As it 
stands, it could be for literally anything or anyone which I would think falls short of a reasonable 
explanation as to what the spending is for. Anyhow, I would be grateful if the PCC would say what 
the spending is for. If it relates to a junior member of staff, I wouldn't need to know the name - the 
main issue is an explanation of a reasonably significant spend on taxis. If the PCC is unwilling to 
provide an explanation, I would ask for the recorded information held in relation to this spend. 

 
RESPONSE  
 
The office of the South Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner holds information relating to the 
information you have requested.  However, I am unable to supply some of that information. 
 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires South Yorkshire Police, when refusing 
to provide such information (because the information is exempt), to provide you the applicant with 
a notice which:    
 
a. states that fact,  
b. specifies the exemption in question and  
c. states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 
The following exemption applies to the disclosure of the information: 

Section 40(2) Personal Information:  

This is an absolute exemption and therefore a Public Interest Test is not relevant. 

I will explain my reasoning however for engaging this exemption. Section 40(2) provides that 
information is exempt if it is the personal data of someone other than the applicant and disclosure 
would breach any of the data protection principles. The term ‘personal data’ means data that 
relates to a living individual who can be identified.  
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It is important to stress that a Freedom of Information request is not just a release to the requestor, 
but also, a release to the world. When considering this exemption, I have a duty to respect 
members of staff who work within the oPCC.  As a public organisation, the OPCC can only 
disclose personal data if it would be fair to do so.  Individuals have a right to keep their personal 
information private and an expectation that an employer will do the same, even within the office 
environment.  As the oPCC employs a relatively small number of individuals, the risk of 
identification is higher; therefore the need for caution is even greater.  It is for this reason the 
information you seek is exempt. 
 
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you can request 
an internal review by emailing this office. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a right to appeal 
to the Information Commissioner at:  
The Information Commissioner's Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire, SK9 5AF.  
Telephone: 08456 306060 or 01625 545745  
Website: www.ico.gov.uk 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner for South Yorkshire 
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