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Our Ref:  OPCC FOI 1236       Date:   12.09.18 
 
 
 
Dear  
 

 
Freedom of Information Request - Reference No: 1236 

 

 
REQUEST 
 
The email is titled 'Mr Stephen Watson - Honorarium'. I would therefore like to request the recorded 
information held on any honorarium provided to Mr Watson and discussions of such an 
arrangement, whether it came to pass or not. 

 
RESPONSE  
 
The document attached relates to information held by the OPCC.  The Freedom of Information Act 
dictates that when refusing certain aspects of that information a refusal notice be included in the 
response; therefore, please see below. 
 
While Mr Stephen Watson was the interim Chief Constable, there was an agreement that Durham 
Constabulary would continue to make all salary payments to Mr Watson during the period of the 
secondment and then seek reimbursement from the South Yorkshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner of the gross costs. The honorarium payment element of the rechargeable costs to 
Durham related to the difference between salary levels of a Deputy Chief Constable at Durham 
Constabulary and that of a Chief Constable at South Yorkshire.  
 
The recharges were notified to the OPCC as per the below tables, but the cost was processed 
through SYP’s financial ledger. Invoices received from Durham went directly to SYP for processing 
therefore the OPCC do not hold any invoices. The OPCC would only see an invoice if there was an 
issue. 
 
Aug-16 

  
  

Honorarium £1063.87 
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Sep-16   

    

Salary September 2016 £9,520.00 

Honorarium (full month)  £3,331.00 
Housing allowance 
(September) £200.29 

Police NI £1,707.79 
Police employer 
contribution £2,303.84 

Total £17,062.92 

    

    

 
Oct-16   

    
Salary October2016 £9,520.00 
Honorarium  £3,331.00 
Housing allowance  

(October) £200.29 
Police NI £1,707.79 
Police employer  

contribution £2,303.84 
Total £17,062.92 
    
    
 

Nov-16   

    

Salary November2016 £9,520.00 

Honorarium  £3,331.00 
Housing allowance 
(November) £200.29 

Police NI £1,707.79 
Police employer 
contribution £2,303.84 

Total £17,062.92 

    

    

  
The email from Durham Constabulary (11.08.2016 @ 16.18) informed the OPCC’s Chief Finance 
Officer Allan Rainford of the amount Mr Watson should receive based on an honorarium payment 
for 28 days. The actual amounts paid were for full months, with August being proportionate to Mr 
Watson’s start date. 
 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires South Yorkshire Police, when refusing 
to provide such information (because the information is exempt), to provide you the applicant with 
a notice which:    
 
a. states that fact,  
b. specifies the exemption in question and  
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c. states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 
The following exemption applies to the disclosure of the information: 

Section 40(2) Personal Information:  

This is an absolute exemption and therefore a Public Interest Test is not relevant. 

However, for clarity, Section 40(2) provides that information is exempt if it is the personal data of 
someone other than the applicant and disclosure would breach any of the data protection 
principles. The term ‘personal data’ means data that relates to a living individual who can be 
identified.  
 
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you can request 
an internal review by emailing this office. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a right to appeal 
to the Information Commissioner at:  
The Information Commissioner's Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire, SK9 5AF.  
Telephone: 08456 306060 or 01625 545745  
Website: www.ico.gov.uk 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner for South Yorkshire 
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