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The Role of the Police
and Crime Commissioner
I was elected as Police and Crime Commissioner to be the voice of the public on
policing matters in South Yorkshire.
But, of course, we do not always speak with
one voice. So I have to use some judgement
about what I hear. I listen to your comments
and concerns about crime and policing and do
two things with them. First, I determine what
I believe you want as priorities for the police. I
do that in the Police and Crime Plan. Second,
I meet regularly with the Chief Constable to
ensure those priorities are being met.
Consistently you have said that you want to be
kept safe by the police and you want to feel
safe:
• You want to be protected if you are or feel
vulnerable.
• You want crime and anti-social behaviour to
be proactively tackled and to be generally
reassured.
• You want to be treated fairly if you come into
contact with the police as a victim, survivor,
witness or suspect.

• Other public services shrinking, and this puts
greater pressures on the police as they are
asked to do more and more non-crime work –
such as searching for missing people.
This is why I support the police in seeking to get
better at analysing and predicting trends and
patterns in both crime and non-crime activity.
By doing this forward planning, they will get
the right mix for their workforce and be able to
prevent crime as well as deal with it after the
event.
Much progress has been made in recent years,
which is why Her Majesty’s Inspectors are now
commending the force as ‘good’ in many key
areas.
The overriding message for the coming year
(2019-20) is that we must get better at working
together for the common good.

At the same time we have seen:
• Demand on the police growing and changing
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Dr Alan Billings
South Yorkshire Police and Crime
Commissioner
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The Police and Crime Plan
Priorities
Having listened to what people in South Yorkshire have told me about policing and
crime I believe the overall aim of the police service and the key priorities should
remain the same this year as last.
We want South Yorkshire to be a safe place in
which to live, learn and work. We want to be
safe and we also want to feel safe. This can be
achieved by:
• Protecting Vulnerable People.
• Tackling Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour.
• Treating People Fairly.
Under the three priority headings I will be
asking the force to focus on the key areas
as outlined in the Plan, whilst also achieving
the right balance of resources to deliver the
most efficient and effective policing and crime
services.

PRIORITY 1

Protecting Vulnerable People
• Helping victims of serious violence,
domestic abuse, sexual offences - including
children – and hate crimes.
• Helping those vulnerable to cyber and
internet fraud.
• Improving how the public contact South
Yorkshire Police - including improved 101
services.

PRIORITY 2

Tackling Crime
and Anti-Social Behaviour
• Understanding both the current and future
demand on policing services and using that
knowledge to target their resources to tackle
crime and anti-social behaviour.
• Understanding whether South Yorkshire
Police has the right workforce mix to deal
with crimes such as serious and violent
crime, cyber-crime and terrorism.
• Ensuring the effectiveness of neighbourhood
teams in working with partners and listening
to the public to prevent and tackle crime and
anti-social behaviour.
• Understanding crime and how far it is being
brought down.
• Developing a public health approach to
crime by working with partners to address
underlying risk factors that increase the
likelihood that an individual will become a
victim or a perpetrator of violence, including
adverse childhood experiences or harmful
social or community experiences and
influences.

• Helping those who are victims and survivors
of child sexual exploitation and child criminal
exploitation, human trafficking and slavery.
• Ensuring South Yorkshire Police is
working in partnership with the NHS,
clinical commissioning groups, social
care partnerships and the voluntary and
community sector to help those in mental
health crisis to obtain the right help from the
right service at the right time.
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PRIORITY 3

Treating People Fairly
• A fair allocation of police resources for each
community.
• A workforce that is representative of South
Yorkshire’s population.
• Fair treatment of victims and witnesses
of crime throughout the criminal justice
process, including providing a quality and
accessible restorative justice service.
• Understanding and fair treatment of BAME
and other minority communities by South
Yorkshire Police and in the criminal justice
system, including ensuring hate crime is
properly recorded and investigated.
• Fair treatment of staff through supporting
a positive culture and organisational
development.
• A fair police complaints system.
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Commissioning
and Partnership
Most of the funding I receive – from government grants and council tax precept –
goes towards the police. But I also commission some services, principally for the
care of victims of crime, whether or not they want to report a crime to the police.
For example:
• Victims Services.
• Independent Sexual Violence Advocates.
• Children’s Independent Sexual Violence Advocates.
• Sexual Assault Referral Centre.
• Independent Domestic Violence Advocates.
• Restorative Justice.

The Policing and Crime Budget
Part of my responsibility as PCC is to receive and then allocate funding for the police and other
services. This comes from two principal sources:
• Government grants (73%).
• Council tax – the precept (27%).
Most of this funding goes to the police (96.7%) and commissioned services (1.3%) with some to
support my office (0.8%) and capital financing costs (1.2%).

Where the funding comes from:
Funding

£m

n Central Government Grants
n Council Tax Precept

69.1

n Collection Fund Surplus

1.4

n Income (Fees, Other Grants etc.)
n Reserves

192.7

14.3
2.6
280.1
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Small Grants Scheme

Each year I allocate a little funding for a
small grants scheme. This year this will
be £150,000.

All applications must have been discussed
with a Police Neighbourhood Inspector prior to
submission to ensure the project will make a
difference in their area.

I invite voluntary and community groups to
apply for funding up to £5,000 for projects that
will help towards realising one or more of the
three priorities in the Police and Crime Plan.

In previous years the scheme has provided
funding to a range of voluntary organisations
and groups to provide services and activities
including diversionary programmes for young
people, burglary preventions, support for
victims and preventing reoffending.

The aim of this funding is to give communities
the opportunity to tackle issues of concern,
break down barriers and encourage partnership
working.
Groups and organisations who would like to
apply should be able to demonstrate initiatives
or activities in the following areas:
• Helping victims, including children, of
serious violence, domestic abuse, sexual
offences.
• Helping those who are victims and survivors
of child sexual exploitation and child criminal
exploitation, human trafficking, slavery and
hate crime.
• Helping those vulnerable to cyber and
internet fraud.
• Partnership working with other
organisations.

The scheme is part funded from recovering
assets from criminals. It is open throughout the
the year.
Full details of the Small Grants Scheme and
how to apply are available on my website:
https://southyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-do/
grants/
If you have any queries or questions about the
Small grants Scheme please email:
grants@southyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk
Barnsley Chronicle
and Rotherham Advertiser
In addition to my Small Grants Scheme I also
provide funds to two small community grants
schemes in Barnsley and Rotherham.

• Helping to prevent ethnic minorities,
especially BAME young people not being
disproportionately represented in the
criminal justice system.

The schemes are administered by the local
newspapers – the Barnsley Chronicle and the
Rotherham Advertiser.

• Tacking crime e.g. knife crime or substance
misuse related offending.

Both schemes invite local organisations to
apply for up to £1,000.

• Supporting victims and witnesses of crime
throughout the criminal justice process.

Details can be found at:

• Helping young people to steer clear of antisocial behaviour or crime.

www.rotherhamadvertiser.co.uk/cash-for-thecommunity.htm
www.barnsleychronicle.com/strongertogether
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Further Information

The full version of the Police and Crime Plan is available on the South Yorkshire
Police and Crime Commissioner’s website: www.southyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk
To request a hard copy of the Police and Crime Plan please contact the office using
either the email or telephone number below.

Public Accountability Board
I welcome the attendance of members of the public to my monthly Public
Accountability Board. The dates and times are listed on my website. Anyone wishing
to attend should notify my office in advance on the email or phone number below.

Contact Us
Office Address:
Office of the South Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner,
South Yorkshire Police Headquarters, Carbrook House,
Carbrook Hall Road,
Sheffield,
South Yorkshire
S9 2EH
Telephone: 0114 296 4150
Email: info@southyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk

Social Media:
South-Yorkshire-Police-and-Crime-Commissioner
@sypcc
@sypcc
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www.southyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk
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