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Subject matter  Name of Proposer (eg Chief 
Executive, Chief Constable, 
Director of Finance) 

Date of 
Request 

Previous related 
decisions 

N8 Funding: Knife crime 

imagery and messaging: 

Effective intervention tools 

or ineffective sensitisers? 

Rachel Staniforth – Head 
of the South Yorkshire 
Violence Reduction Unit 

15/10/2020 - 

 

Private / Exemption - Yes / No 
If Yes Reason Why (eg Schedule 12A Local Government 
Act 1972, Freedom of Information Act 2000) 

Urgent 
(if Yes, Why and by When?) 

No Yes (end of October) 
 

 

Decision Requested 

The Police and Crime Commissioner is asked to: Allow funding of £18,700 Sheffield Hallam University, in 
three instalments of £6,233, £6,233, and £6,234, which will then be reimbursed by the N8 Policing 
Research Partnership  

 
Executive Summary of Request Supporting Report attached? Yes / No 

A partnership of the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit (SYVRU), Thames Valley 
Violence Reduction Unit, Sheffield Hallam University (SHU) and the University of Sheffield 
(UoS) came together in November 2019 to apply for a grant from the N8 Policing Research 
Partnership (N8PRP).  
 
The grant was officially awarded 1st October 2020 following negotiations on costs and delays 
due to COVID.  
 
We will be carrying out a research project into the efficacy of knife images in messages about 
knife crime. The title of this project is; Knife crime imagery and messaging: Effective intervention 
tools or ineffective sensitisers? 
 
All costs are being incurred by SHU. UoS is not directly funding any of the research assistants 
or work.  
 
Because the OPCC, via SYVRU, is being funded by N8PRP rather than N8PRP directly funding 
SHU, the OPCC will have to reimburse SHU for their costs and then invoice N8PRP.  
 
The VRU has agreed an additional £1,000 to this research project as well. Apart from this 
amount, all money to the project will be reimbursed, meaning this project carries no additional 
cost to the OPCC.  
 
 
Approval by proposer (SLG lead / OPCC SMT lead) and confirmation request is ready for PCC 
consideration 

 
Approved - Rachel Staniforth – Head of the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit 
 
Signed: Rachel Staniforth Date: 09/11/20 
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 Approved by Director of Finance 
 

 
 
 

Signed:  
 

Date:  

 
 

 

 

Views of PCC’s Chief Finance & Commissioning Officer 
 

I have been consulted about this proposal and support this. 
   
 
 

Signature:  

 

Date:  
01/12/2020 

 

Views of PCC’s Chief Executive & Solicitor 
 

Considerations Evidence of information or advice 
gathered or discussion / consultation 
conducted  

How has all this evidence impacted on 
overall proposal? 

Public and / or 
Partners 

Discussed with Kate Whitfield and 
Fiona Herrick of SHU 

SHU has agreed to pay the research 
assistant now, and claim to be 
reimbursed, rather than wait for the 
money before acting. This gave us 
considerably more flexibility with our 
timelines.  

Impact on 
Service 

 

Financial 
 

Discussed with Stephanie Humphry  

Legal 
 

 

HR 
 

 

T/Unions / Staff 
Assoc. 

 

Equality & 
Diversity (Public 
Sector Equality 
Duty) 

 

Risks / 
Opportunities 

COVID may mean travel costs are 
lower than expected.  

Sustainability  

Data Protection 
Impact 
Assessment 
(DPIA) 

 

Other (specify) 
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I have been consulted about this proposal and I recommend for PCC approval. 
 
 
 
 

Signature:  

 

Date:  
01/12/2020 

 

PCC’s Decision and Rationale 
 

 
 
Approved. 
 
 
 

Signature: 

 
 

Date:  
01/12/2020 

 

 

OPCC GATEKEEPER (Information Officer) 

Decision Ref. No PAB Minute No:  
(where applicable) 

Date Proposer notified 
of Decision  

Date Published 

 
 

   

 


