
 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD:  NOTE OF THE MEETING 

6 July 2023 

 

Attendees present (in person and virtually) 

Dr A Billings (Chair) 
M Buttery (Chief Executive & Solicitor, OPCC) 
S Abbott (Chief Finance Officer, OPCC) 
F Topliss (Engagement and Communications Manager, OPCC) 
S Parkin (Governance and Compliance Manager, OPCC)  
S Baldwin (Evaluation & Scrutiny Officer, OPCC) 
L Poultney (Chief Constable, SYP) 
T Forber (Deputy Chief Constable, SYP) 
R Alton (Temp/Assistant Chief Constable, SYP) 
J Bland (Assistant Chief Officer, SYP) 
D Carrington (Chief Finance Officer, SYP) 
L Butterfield (Chief Superintendent, Sheffield, SYP) 
B Kemp (Superintendent, SYP) 
A Greenwood (Violence Reduction Unit) 
J Humphries (Violence Reduction Unit) 
S Wragg (Chair of the Joint Independent Audit Committee) 
M Lewis (Interim Chair of the Independent Ethics Panel) 

Observing 

One member of the public and Cllr Ransome, a member of the Police and Crime 

Panel 

 

Apologies received 

E Redfearn, C Goodwin, S Poolman, D Thorpe  

 

NO: 
 

AGENDA ITEM NAME 

1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
 
The Commissioner welcomed L Butterfield to her first Public Accountability Board 
as District Commander for Sheffield. 
 

2 FILMING NOTIFICATION 
 
The Commissioner confirmed that the meeting was being streamed live on You 
Tube (SYPCC Media) and was being recorded and uploaded via You Tube to the 
website (www.southyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk/) where it can be viewed at a later date. 
 

http://www.southyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk/


 
3 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Sheffield Trees Dispute 
  
The Commissioner informed the Board that the Sheffield Trees controversy was a 
traumatic time for the city of Sheffield, considerably damaging the reputation of the 
city council and upsetting many residents. 
 
The council commissioned an inquiry into the dispute, chaired by Sir Mark 
Lowcock, which reported earlier this year. 
 
Along with SYP, he had personally given evidence to the inquiry, as did the former 
Chair of his Independent Ethics Panel (IEP), Andrew Lockley who had provided 
him with an independent assurance report on the police involvement in the Trees 
dispute. 
 
The inquiry found that the council had not conducted themselves well and, among 
other things, said they should apologise to residents generally and to some 
individuals and organisations specifically. 
 
The report commended the Commissioner, the Independent Ethics Panel (IEP) 
and SYP. 
 
On Monday 19 June 2023, Sheffield City Council presented a report to its Strategy 
and Resources Policy Committee about the Sheffield Trees dispute.  The report 
contained a remarkably full and frank acceptance that the council had made 
mistakes, need to say sorry, and hoped for a new era of properly listening to and 
engaging with citizens with openness and transparency. 
 
The Inquiry made it clear that the council placed the police in an invidious position 
during the dispute.  At times the council placed undue pressure on the police and 
did not do enough to find alternative solutions to the dispute or to play a visible role 
on the streets during the protests and that the Commissioner had called for a 
political resolution to the dispute several times. 
 
Following the 19 June 2023 Committee meeting, the Commissioner received a 
written apology from the leader and chief executive of Sheffield City Council, as did 
the Chief Constable.  Both have written back thanking the council for its apology 
and saying that they hoped we can now all move on. 
 
Safer Streets Fund 
 
The Commissioner announced the launch of Round 5 of the Safer Streets Fund.  
This will give South Yorkshire £1.4m to deliver interventions tackling 
neighbourhood crime, Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) and Violence Against Women 
and Girls (VAWG) across South Yorkshire. 
 

4 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
There were no public questions. 



 
 

5 URGENT ITEMS 
 
None.  

6 ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 
There were no items to be considered in the absence of the public and press. 
 

7 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

8 SUMMARY NOTE AND DECISIONS/ACTIONS OF THE MEETING OF THE 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD HELD ON 4 MAY 2023 
 
The notes of the meeting were agreed as an accurate record. 
 

9 ACTIONS AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no outstanding actions or matters arising. 

 

 

10 SHEFFIELD DISTRICT SUMMARY UPDATE 
 

Purpose To provide assurance to the Public Accountability Board (PAB) and the 
communities of Sheffield that South Yorkshire Police is committed to 
working with our partners to deliver the vision and strategic objectives of 
the Police and Crime Plan.  

Key 
points  
 

A discussion took place with Chief Superintendent Lindsey Butterfield, the District 
Commander for Sheffield, about the report in the Agenda Pack. 
The Commissioner asked questions about the following areas in the report: 

• Leadership pledge 

• Community engagement, including engagement with black communities 

• Neighbourhood Crime Team and their alignment with Neighbourhood 
Policing Teams 

• Demand 

• Vehicle Crime 

• ‘Changing Futures’ programme 

• Response times 

• Children absent from school 

• Domestic abuse arrest rates 

• Claire’s Law 

• Organised Crime Groups 
 

Decision / 
Action 

None 

 



 
11 FORCE PERFORMANCE AGAINST POLICE AND CRIME PLAN – 

PROTECTING VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

Purpose To provide an update on the progress against the ‘Protecting Vulnerable 
People’ priority of the Police and Crime Plan, ‘Safer Streets More Police 
2022-2025’ to support the Commissioner’s overarching aim of South 
Yorkshire being a safe place in which to live, learn, work and travel. 

Key 
points 

 

A discussion took place in the following areas of the report in the Agenda 
Pack: 

• SYP’s ‘Right Care, Right Person’ approach 

• Victim’s voice – putting victims first 

• Independent Domestic Abuse Advocates (IDVAS) with specific 
responsibility for engaging with older people 

• Disengaged victims of Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) 
offences 

• Operation Encompass and widening this to nurseries 

• Modern slavery 

• Gambling addictions 

• Approval of a drug deaths coordinator 

• Free text entries from a re-designed online ‘Public and Private 
Spaces’ survey 

• ‘Good Sam’ App 
 

Decision/ 
Action 
 

None 

 

12 MISSING FROM HOME 

Purpose To demonstrate the work around missing people, focusing on SYP systems 
and links to Criminal Exploitation (CE) and vulnerability. 

Key 

points 

 

Superintendent B Kemp drew attention to the following areas within the 

report in the Agenda Pack: 

• The use of Police Protection Powers 

• Vulnerability flags recorded on police systems 

• Prevention interviews 

• The work taking place nationally 

• Governance 

• Local Authority Designated Officers (LADOs) 
 

Decision/ 

Action 

Further information to be provided on the work of the LADOs, including the 

benefits of them working with the police on missing people 

 



 
13 BUDGET MONITORING 

Purpose To inform the Public Accountability Board of the Force’s out-turn position on 
its revenue and capital budgets, as at 31 March 2023. It is based on an 
analysis of income and expenditure for the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 
2023, before accounting adjustments 

Key 

points 

 

D Carrington, SYP’s Chief Finance Officer, drew attention to the following 
areas within the report in the Agenda Pack: 

• SYP has an a £0.03m underspend (before legacy costs) 

• 2022/23 being a challenging and unpredictable year 

• Underspends have allowed SYP some flexibility to invest in other 
areas 

• The overspend in police pay 

• The underspend in staff pay due to vacancies 

• Exceeding the target set by the national Police Uplift Programme 

• Legacy costs 

• Slippage in the capital programme 
 

Decision/ 

Action 

None 

 

14 PCC DECISIONS 
 
 

Purpose To provide the Board with a record of key decisions taken by the 
Commissioner outside of this Board since the last PAB meeting  

Key 
points 
 

• There have been five decisions since the last meeting to draw to the 
attention of the Board 

• The report was noted 
 

Decision/ 
Action 
 

None 

 

15 WORK PROGRAMME 

 

Purpose  To provide the Board with an overview of the content of future meeting 
agendas 

Key 
points 

M Buttery highlighted that: 

• The work programme provides details of the next three meetings 

• The Chief Executive and Solicitor confirmed that she is working 
closely with the Deputy Chief Constable on items to be added to the 
work programme 

 



 
Decision/ 
Action 

None 

 

16 INDEPENDENT ETHICS PANEL (IEP) ASSURANCE REPORT 

 

Purpose To provide an update on the IEP’s involvement with, and observation of, 
SYP’s Internal and External scrutiny mechanisms in relation to: 

• Stop and Search 

• Use of Force (including Use of Taser) 

Key 
points 
 

M Lewis, Chair of the IEP, drew attention to the following areas within the 
report in the Agenda Pack: 

• The external Stop and Search scrutiny panel 

• The internal Stop and Search scrutiny panel 

• The external Use of Force scrutiny panel 

• The internal Use of Force scrutiny panel 

• The ‘Taser’ panel which is being established 

• The use of Body Worn Video 

• Disproportionality 
 

Decision/ 
Action 
 

None 

 

17 AOB 

 
 

The Commissioner acknowledged the sad news about the death of Baron 
Kerslake. 
 

 

18 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 
 

7 September 2023 at 2pm 

 PCC Signed 7 September 2023


